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Accra, Ghana: 1 August 2006, the Global Pan Afrikan Repatriation and Reparations Conference concluded its week long activities with the launching of the Black African Holocaust of Enslavement (Maafa/Mangamizi) Awareness Month. Key organizer for the event, Esther Standford of the Pan Afrikan Coalition of Europe (PARCOE), explained, “By claiming the whole month of August, we harmonize the various dates in August when African descendants commemorate our freedom from chattel slavery and colonialism. This is a time for reflection and recommitment.”  Elder Johnny Hansen, close friend of and member of Nkrumah’s Convention Peoples’ Party, which led Ghana to Independence, and Queen Mother Dorothy Benton Lewis of N’COBRA’s International Affairs Commission, one of the co-facilitators of the conference, led the procession in a silent candle walk around the Nkrumah Memorial grounds.  

 

The walk ended at the foot of the towering statute of Nkrumah where a diverse representation of African participants encircled the statute and shared their various visions for African people in a future that transcends the still very present effects of the African Holocaust. These include depopulation and dispersement by captivity, bondage, murder, torture, and the war of enslavement, kidnap, and greed; extreme impoverishment, underdevelopment, ethnic divisions, senseless borders, loss of language, loss of control of wealth, land and resources, loss of countless lives, loss of culture, self-respect, and spiritual compass. 

 

“The psychological and emotional effects are visually reflected, not only in the impoverishment and disease, but also in the proliferation of skin lightening cream advertisements, and the countless pictures of the blue eyes, blonde hair Michael Angelo model which masquerades as the picture of the true living Jesus the Christ,” said Queen Mother Lewis, “if color doesn’t matter, then there should be as many or more Black Jesus the Christ models, as described by scripture, as there are of the Michael Angelo model, especially in a Black African country.” 

 

Elder Hansen reflected on the need to complete Nkrumah’s work, which remained unfinished since his life was shortened by assassins. He noted that he was inspired and invigorated by the work and the vision of the conference and the various organizations that worked to make it happen.

 

“What we do today has broad and profound meaning; we represent large constituencies who are waiting for us to return with a plan which unites our actions. This is an immediate and simple action step. A similar launching is taking place in the UK, today, other countries and organizations will hold similar launchings throughout the month of August,” Esther Standford said.
