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Calling the “VILLAGE” to Account!

The Joseph Littles-NGUZO SABA Charter School (JL-NSCS) is the only African-centered public school in the State of Florida. Chartered on December 8, 1998, JL-NSCS commenced operation on January 20, 1999 in temporary space courtesy of the Urban League of Palm Beach County. The school celebrated its 10th anniversary on January 20, 2009 – the same day Barack Obama was inaugurated the 44th President of the United States. JL-NSCS targets students who are severely at risk of failure in traditional public schools, and too often that description is synonymous with children of African descent. Discussions abound referring to the so-called “achievement gap” between Black students and their white, Latino, and Asian counterparts, always with Blacks being depicted as the deficient or inferior group. Little if any inquiry has been made into the possible effects this denigration has had and is having on children of African descent as they attempt to navigate their way through an education system which accepts as a given that they are of innately inferior stock.

Dr. Maxwell Maltz, in his celebrated work “Psycho Cybernetics” contended that:


“The ‘self-image’ is the key to human personality and human behavior. Change


the self-image and you change the personality and the behavior.”

“But more than this. The ‘self-image’ sets the boundaries of individual accomplishment. It defines what you can and cannot do. Expand the self-image and you expand the ‘area of the possible.’ The development of an adequate, realistic self-image will seem to imbue the individual with new capabilities, new talents and literally turn failure into success.”

If we accept Dr. Maltz’ contention, what is to be said about the effect having their already fragile self-image trampled upon has had and is having on America’s children of African descent?  Who or what is to blame if they believe they are not “smart” or able to think and learn on a par with children of other races? Moreover, who is responsible for correcting this horrendous situation? In this writer’s opinion the answer is unequivocal, WE Black ADULTS are directly responsible! It does not much matter who caused the problem, it is OURS to solve!!   

On the African savannah, antelope, cape buffalo, and zebras do not leave the preparation of their young for life, to leopards, lions or hyenas. Why? Because leopards, lions, and hyenas EAT antelope, buffalo, and zebras! The responsibility of adult prey species is to teach their young how to survive in the midst of predators that prey upon them. Survival depends on the young learning how to out-maneuver, out-run, and/or out-think predators,

and to learn such skills and instincts early in their development! The earlier the better!!

Jews and Catholics understand this basic fact only too well, and Jews seldom allow their children to be taught or influenced by non-Jews during their “formative” years, which correspond to the first eight years of formal schooling. Catholics on the other hand, have Catholic-centered schooling from nursery school to university level. Correspondingly, African-Americans push their children into the clutches of non-Black people at the earliest opportunity they are allowed to do so. Then we wonder why, as Butch Grimes and Erik Slaughter assert: “…Our Children Hate Us.” Moreover, they hate everyone and everything black!


“The noblest emotions of the heart are called forth by helpless infancy.”

Must all Black adults become Freemasons and Eastern Stars in order to learn and embrace the foregoing quote from the Masonic ritual? When, where, why, and how did we lose the sense of noble protectiveness of our helpless children inferred by this quote? More importantly, how do we regain it, and who will lead the way? Again, in this writer’s opinion, the answer is clear, and I call upon all consciously responsible Black adults within reach of this appeal to respond immediately and with resolve. “A journey of a thousand miles begins with the first step.” Are you, the hearer or the listener ready to “step to it” and show our children that you refuse to stand or sit idly by as they are destroyed after already being divested of their childhood? Will the real Black men and women please stand up… and WALK to help “Call the Village to Account!”

This 1,000 mile “trek” from West Palm Beach, Florida to the nation’s capital has a three-fold purpose:

1. To challenge consciously responsible Black adults to demonstrate willingness 

to revive their sense of responsibility to restore our children’s inalienable right to a childhood;  

2. To raise the level of awareness among the caring public to the critical need for, and elevate the credibility of African-centered education as the most effective means of restoring “an adequate, realistic self-image” to Black children who have too long been under mental and emotional siege; and

3. To raise an unprecedented amount of money via sponsorships and  pledges, to

lift the Joseph Littles-NGUZO SABA Charter School out of financial distress

and to the long-sought after status of self-sufficiency, self-reliance, and fiscal independence and autonomy. In so doing, we intend to prove by example that

the African-American community can and will take on the responsibility of becoming the primary source of funding for the effective education and development of our own children – just as our Jewish and Catholic counterparts have long done.

Ours is not a walk to ask or beg either the President of the United States, or his Secretary of Education to give money to our school or to African-centered education initiatives in general; rather, it is to petition those two public servants to acknowledge that Children of African descent have as much if not a greater need as do Jewish and Catholic children to have their formal education rooted in their own heritage, history, and culture. Beyond that

African-centered education and educators should be entitled to no less a right to share in the public financial support of education as any other groups or segments of the citizenry. 

This walkathon to elevate African-centered education has the potential to revive the spirit of the Civil Rights, Human Rights, and Black Liberation movements of the 1960s; that of the Million Man March in October, 1995; and the youthful zeal and enthusiasm of the “Jena Six” Support initiative of more recent times. We expect hundreds to participate as as walkers along the route, and thousands to join the victory celebration to follow our presentations at the U.S. Department of Education and White House.

Y’all come join us, hyeah?
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