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"During September the new rules were made among the slaves. The system was to be tested on St. Jan.Â  The bailiff on the Company's plantation over there was called Svend BÃ¸rgesen Falk. Gardelin ordered him to set a few examples and re-establish discipline on the restless island. Falk caught some Maroon-Negroes and dealt with them according to the letter of the law, all Gardelin's variations from the glowing hot thongs to the cut-off ears were tried.Â Just as in Iversen's time, the other slaves of the plantation had to be present at the bloody display.Â All through the night one could hear the poor things lie round about in the huts and whimper with the piping childlike voices of the tortured.Â Next day hundreds of slaves ran maroon." - Islands of Slaves, Thorkild Hansen, Denmark, 1967. 

On Friday and Saturday, Virgin Islands historians, elected officials, educators and activists alike met on the University of the Virgin Islands' St. Croix campus for yet another roundtable on the issue of repair for nearly two centuries of slavery in the Danish West Indies. 

Â History records that from 1666 to 1917, the Kingdom of Denmark owned and occupied the islands of St. Thomas, St. John, and St. Croix - the now U.S. Virgin Islands. Â For 175 years Denmark enslaved over 200,000 African men, women, and children, transporting them to the Danish West Indies through the horror of the middle passage, forcing them to endure the remainder of their lives as chattel, bound to the brutality of harsh plantation labor on the islands' estates - with no accompanying wages. Â However, half those displaced by Denmark and destined for these shores were less fortunate. More than 100,000 Africans perished during the dreadful journey across the Atlantic Ocean. 

Last weekend ACRRA hosted the territory's 2nd Reparations Roundtable.Â The event featured some of the territory's most astute, sociopolitical thinkers and covered a wide range of reparations-related issues like history and education, and economics, law, and community activism. In November 2004, the organization hosted the territory's first roundtable discussion on the issue and featured Randall Robinson, a renowned author, reparations advocate and African- and Caribbean-policy analyst. 

Recent international developments warrant a most serious Virgin Islands discussion on reparations.Â  In current months we have seen the Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade and the issue of reparations for slavery-related "crimes against humanity" come into great focus on the geopolitical world stage. With such global dialogue on African slavery and reparations being present, and with active initiatives examining the dark history the territory and Denmark share, together with the expectation of results from an upcoming historic excavation of ancestral African Virgin Islanders enslaved and buried in the Danish West Indies, and now with a fast-approaching 2007 Delegation to Copenhagen to further talks on repair, the African-Caribbean Reparations and Resettlement Alliance (ACRRA) has seen it necessary to formulate an open community discussion on the matter. In September 2006, the world paid close attention to the United Nations General Assembly as Dr. Ralph Gonsalves, the prime minister of St. Vincent and the Grenadines, chided "European nations and their North American cousins" as he stood before the world and proclaimed: 

"The trade in, and enslavement of, Africans was a monstrous crime against humanity and an exercise in genocide unmatched in the history of the western worldâ€¦Â  There has been no practical recompense in the form of reparations to the affected nations and people in Africa, the Caribbean and the Americas.Â  Surely, this must be put squarely on the agenda of the United Nations for speedy resolution." 

In November, just months ahead of the March 2007, bicentenary of the abolition of the British slave trade, U.K. Prime Minister Tony Blair reignited the debate on slavery making a partial apology for his country's role in the "profoundly shameful" trade.Â  The prime minister said he felt "deep sorrow" for the country's involvement in what was "one of the most inhuman enterprises in history." 

If we were to call on our great and mighty ancestors and awaken an Edward Wilmot Blyden, if we were to grasp hold of the determination of General Buddhoe or the counsel of Admiral Martin King, if we were to succeed in summoning to the conference table the intelligence and organization of David Hamilton Jackson, or the burning fire of Queen Maryâ€¦ what might the spirit of the Virgin Islands struggle project on to the world scene in the 21st century? 

On July 3, 1998, at the commemoration proceedings on the occasion of our 150th anniversary of Emancipation from Danish slavery, our native-born, elder statesman and former U.S. ambassador to Denmark, Terence Todman, spoke these words: 

"We learned from Emancipation and its aftermath also that freedom brings responsibility to make often difficult choices. The direction for the actions of a free person comes mainly from within. One who is truly free has no one but himself or herself to decide what must be done.Â  

"So great is the weight of this burden that many shun freedom rather than bear the sole and full responsibility of deciding for themselves." 
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